THE THIRD LIBERTY LOAN

A Roman Philosopher once remarked in a lucid moment: If
you wish peace, prepare for war.

The United States of America are not really at war with Ger-
many at all, in anything like the usual sense of the world. This
is only a prophylactic war, a vaccine against war. We are fight-
ing for international integrity and righteousness, which are the
only safeguards against war. We fight merely in order that we
may not have to fight again. We want peace.

It is of no use to prepare this peace by any other method than
a most vigorous prosecution of the war. Were it possible for the
Third Liberty Loan to fail, the result would be merely to pro-
long the war, to the utter exhaustion and ruin of Europe, which
would in its turn destroy this country by destroying its markets
abroad.

The entrance of America into the war has already done mar-
vels to move men toward peace, not because Germany was fright-
ened, but because all men could recognize that the participation
of a new continent must render the extremist positions — on
both sides — untenable.

Every month now shows statesmen on both sides better dis-
posed to the 1dea of peace by negotiation and concession, a peace
like that after a lover’s quarrel, not like that imposed by a mur-
der on his victim, the root of a vendetta.

America’s failure to prove her power and determination could
only mean that England would return to her ideas of a fight to a
finish. A triumphant success for the New Liberty Loan would
put such heart into all lovers of peace that an honorable settle-
ment would follow almost instantly. For man’s sake, let us stop
the renewal of active warfare with the spring, if it be possible.
A cent per cent. oversubscription of the Third Liberty Loan is
the practical way to make this not only possible, but certain.

It is conceivable that there may be, among the readers of this
article, some “enemy alien,” or some sympathizer with the Ger-
man cause. May 1 ask him if he is more ‘pro-German® than
myself?

From the very beginning [ have tried to see this war from
without, as if I were an inhabitant of some other planet. | have
refused to take sides. | have exonerated Germany from all blame
of starting the war; 1 proclaimed the Irish Republic on July 3,
1915, nine months before the riots in Dublin; I have excused
the sinking of the Lusitamia; I have defended the execution of
Edith Cavell; 1 have denied that German atrocities were other
than sporadic, or worse than those committed by the Russians
in East Prussia; [ have advocated “unrestricted”™ warfare of all
kinds — gas and flame attacks, Zeppelin raids, and submarine
blockades; | have done this in the name of Humanity, believing
that, since war means ruin and death, we should use its most
dreadful engines at first, as well as at last, not hiding its essen-
tial horror by a mask of academic rules. | believe that it would
be better yet to kill all wounded and prisoners in cold blood. |
do not see that it is more humane or chivalrous to drill a hole in
a man with a bullet or a bayonet than to suffocate him with
chlorine, blast him with flame, or drown him by torpedoing his
ship.

For these things [ have been called “pro-German,” though in
truth I have always had the best interest of England at heart, at
least as much as Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and Mr. Lloyd
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George, when they denounced the Boer war and the atrocities
of the concentration camps. I have been forsaken by many of my
dearest friends: | have been branded as a traitor to my country,
England; I have been deprived of my fortune; my associates in
matters utterly apart from politics have been arrested on false
charges. | have suffered ostracism, slander, and poverty; and |
am still serving my guns. I want Ireland to have the freedom of
Canada and Australia, and I want an honorable peace, with re-
spect to the enemy as to a gallant foe, who shall become a loyal
friend.

It is on that record that I appeal to every man and woman of
like sentiments to subscribe their last dollar to the Third Lib-
erty Loan, to pinch and save in every possible way so as to
invest in this great issue, which I would rather have named the
Loan of Peace with Honor.

Are you still irreconcilable, my friend, in spirit and opinion?
Do you think that perhaps Aleister Crowley has been bullied or
bought? I stand by every word that [ have written in these three
years past, in the Fatherland and elsewhere. in defence of Ger-
many, and in favor of Inish independence. I have not been
“scared,” after a life spent in exploration and big-game-shoot-
ing, and watching the Secret Service watching me blow my nose!
There is not enough money on this planet to buy a Poet. If  had
my pleasure, I would rather end my life in some great desert or
among high mountains, an hermit devoted to passionate con-
templation of Truth and Beauty. [ care nothing for money, or the
fool things money can buy. | remain among men solely for my
great love of them, that I may help to bring forth universal am-
ity and brotherhood.

I love Germany, and, therefore, I say to you: Sell the shirt off’
your back, if you must, to buy the Bonds of this new Loan.

Must I descend to earthier argument, appeal to you as to an
enemy, ask you only to consider your own interest? Are you so
simple in your malice as to suppose that the government will in
any wise be incommoded by your refusal to co-operate? The
Loan will go through triumphantly, despite you. All that will
happen is that you will be left with inferior security, with wealth
in a less safe and less remunerative form.

The Liberty Loans are a first mortgage on your property, on
vour chattels or on the value of your labor. That is so, whether
vou like it or not. If the United States is so severe a creditor as
you say, is it not wiser to get on the credit side yourself?

Is it not your own argument against the Loan that its issue
will lower the value of other securities, that they must fall since
they will be thrown on the market by their holders to pay for the
bonds? Then hadn’t you better sell yours now, before the bot-
tom drops out of them?

Are you a friend of Germany? Indeed. Then still you should
put every dollar into this Loan, and yet more so! Is it not better
that the friends of Germany and not her enemies, should hold
this First Mortgage on the wealth of the United States? You put
vourself thereby into a position to influence public policy; in
discussing terms of peace, you as a financial supporter of the
war buy yourself the charter to be heard. Those who pay the
piper have the right to call the tune.

Consider for a moment — friend or enemy — what would
happen if the loan did actually fail?



