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FINE-ARTS
Art in the Midlands. — David Cox
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M, E. POUNTNLEY

The Midland counties of England have produced,
and still arc producing great men ; but it is noticeable
that few noted painters have come outofthem, s
not unfair to say, I think, that Midland people, as a
rule, are not artistic, or cven great art lovers, yei
they have produced a David Cox; and a collection
of his works in the Birmingham Art Gallery is one
of the city’s proudest posscasions..

This collection shows David Cox at his best. and
with all his limitations. He probably loved the sky
as deeply as did Turner, and swdied it with equal
carncstness, but his imagination never fired his
brain as he wied 10 paint its ever-changing bealties,
his eyes never saw the Haming fires, or purple
depthe that Turner's did ; and his kindly, more con:
ventivnal nawre brought all his weork down to a
lower level than the one on which fTurner's stands.

He shows cxcellence, but mot genius; technical
skill, but limited knowledge; and feeling, with but
linle imagination. His composition is carclul and
pleasing, his colouring decp and restrained.

Nothing of his is poor or thin, and there is an
etfect of movement in his pictures which makes them
pleasant companions. There is wind in his wrees,
his storm clouds rush across the sky, birds actally
#lv, and silly shecps wumble over onc anather in their
haste to get through a gaeway. == On the Sands ™
is10 my mind, onc of his-most perfect composi-
tivas, tull of true poctic fecling, entirely dependen
on sca and aky for its imercs.




