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FINE-ARTS

W histler

i
ARTHUR SYMONS

Il.

Taste in Whistler wax carried to the point ol
penius, and became creative.  He wuched nothing.
pemssessed nothing. that he did not re-make or assimi-
late. in some laultless and alwavs personal wax; the
rames of his pictures, the forms of the books which
were printed for him, the shapes of the old silver
which he collected. the arrangement of that silver
when it was exhibited among other collections. The
manogram which he designed for a friend who was a
publisher is the simplest and the most decorative
manogram that | can remember.  He drew the letter-
ing lor the books of another friend, and this lettering,
which seems the most obvious thing in the world,
makes: the letering on every other modern  book
look ¢lumsy ar far-fetehed. ! And in none of these
things docs he try 1o follow a fine model. or try to
avoid lollowing a model. Hesees cach thing in its
own way, within its own limits.

No one ever had a more exact and reverent sense
of limijts. a narrower and more variable stondard of
perlection.  Tle mastered, in his own art. medium
after medium. and his work, in cach medium, is
conspicuous for its notural sense of the canvas or the
paper. for:its precise knowledge of exactly what can be
done with all the substances and materials of art. He
never sought novelty by confusing two metheds. but
made the most of cach with a tender and rigid
economy. When he paints, you distinguish the
thread ol his cunvas ; in his cechings and lithographs
the meaning of the design extends 1o the rim of the
argin.



