AN ORGY OF CANT. 77

“These swineherds who murdered and mutilated their own king
and queen; whose manners make their own pigs gentlefolk ; these
assassins who officially plot and execute the dastard murder of the
Crown Prince of a nation with whom they are at peace; these
ruffians so foul that even cynical England hesitates to send a min-
ister to their court of murderers—these be thy gods to-day, O
England!

“Heroic little Servia!”

“I have not a word to say against the Montenegrins. They
are decent honest cutthroats.”

“And now we come to the treacherous monkeys of Japan, the
thieves and pirates of the East. Who makes the shoddy imitations
of European and American machinery, forges the names of famous
firms, sticks at no meanness to steal trade? Who, under cover of
alliance with England, fostered in China a boycott of all English
goods? :

“Only yesterday Japan was at the throat of Russia—or at
least trod heavily on one big toe. To-day in Tokyo they sing the
Russian national anthem, and cheer the ambassador whenever he
appears.

“Why not? of course. It is natural, it is human; it is all in
order. But it is fickleness and treachery: it is hypocrisy and hum-
bug. Diplomacy is of necessity all this; but at least let us mitigate
the crime by confession!

“Human nature is never so bad when it is not shackled by the
morality of emasculate idealists.

“Does any person who knows the Far East believe even in an
opium dream that Japan had any quarrel with Germany, or any care
for her alliance with England? Kiao-Chau was an easy enough
prey; well, then, snatch it, and chance the wrath of schoolmarmed
America and the egregious Wilson. But for God’s sake, and by the
navel of Daibutsu, and the twelve banners of the twelve sects of
Buddha, let us spew out the twaddle about honor, and justice, and
oppressed China, and the sanctity of alliance!”

Now the English have their turn:

“And England! England the Home of Liberty, the Refuge of
the Oppressed, the Star of Hope of the Little Nations. T suppose
that any other nation about whom they sang

“‘They're hanging men and women too—
For wearing of the green’



