THE JEWISH PROBLEM RE-STATED

the fear of alien aggression. The Jews are charged with
many crimes, from ritual murder and usury to lack of
patriotism. But all these charges are merely diverse ex-
pressions of the feeling that there is an irreconcilable
antagonism between two spirits whose juxtaposition is an
offence to nature. ;

Is it presumptuous to feel sure that so far one may
count upon the assent of the learned Rabbi to this analysis?
No? Then why not be bold enough to proceed to syn-
thesis? Let us pursue the chemical analogy. In a mix-
ture of sodium chloride and sodium nitrate the atoms of
nitrogen and chlorine are intimately mingled; but there is
no tendency to explosion. The reason is that both ele-
ments have already—in the main matter—fulfilled their
own natures. Neither is unsatisfied ; neither is under stress.

Is there no'hint here to guide us to a practical proposal ?
It is useless to tinker with the environment of chloride
of nitrogen; the more we meddle with the explosive, the
more likely we are to provoke a crisis. We must prevent
the formation of the substance altogether; and so long as
either element is unsatisfied, so long is there a risk of
conditions occurring in which they will combine disas-
trously with each other. Just as most human beings con-
tract unsuitable marriages, or experiment with uncon-
secrated unions, rather than suffer the physiological agony
of abstention; just as the only secure social system rests
on a basis of sexually satisfied individuals; so countries
inhabited by heterogeneous races invite civil collision
if the inherited instincts of any race are starved
or suppressed.

Now it is the historical fact that from the time of
Abraham’s discontented departure from his father’s pas-
tures, and the dream-drawn journey of Joseph, to the
desperate adventure of Moses in search of a “ promised
land,” and the continual craving for a Messiah, the Spirit
of the Jew, behind all its expressions, is stamped with the
stigma of soul-starvation. The patriotic passion of the
Chroniclers, the plaintive cries of the Psalmists, the relent-
less rage of the Prophets, the acrid agony of Ecclesiastes,
each in its own way expresses the fact that the Jew has
always wanted Something desperately, has never known
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