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future existence and the power of
conveying messages from it to
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ume comforting as well as illumi-
nating.”
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The San Francisco Chronicle:

“‘Confessions of a Barbarian' is
equally entertaining whether you
are American or European; the con-
trast between the countries and the
peoples are skilfuly and boldly
drawn, and the writing is, through-
out, vigorous and stimulating. It
may stir you to rage, but {t will not
let you go to sleep."

Williomm Marion Reedy says:

“Mr, Viereck goes at the problem
of Europe as il it were terra incog-
nita. As one of the most startling
among les jeunes, he sees the older
civilization from the viewpoint of a
man whose conceptions of life and
art are the very antipodes of the
thought of Tolstol. His boldness, his
frank and naked unashamedness,
and his rather hectically tempera-
mental treatment of his theme will
be found to be savored with no little
of the daring unconventionality of
the writers of France and Germany.
S No reader will doubt that they
are the work of a writer of literary
skill and of art-for-art’s-sake idess.
He will be scen to have found in
Europe what he went to seek; and
his articles will appeal to all per-
sons who yearn to escape from the
commonplace. .
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I have attempted to show that in-
stead of healing the wound, Organ-
ized Charity is filling the ulcers with
the pus of other wounds. Through
spying, lying and deceiving they have
risen to dangerous power, so that
they now command an army of mil-
lions. One is a subject of Organ-
ized Charity whether he gives or re-
ceives alms,

From their patrons, wholesale deal-
ers in potatoes and munitions fat-
tening on the sustaining and taking of
life with equal hypocrisy and patriot-
ism, Organized Charity emulates the
old wholesale dealing im human flesh
and tears of the slave days. More
than two million people in the Unit-
ed States are in the clutches of Or-
ganized Charity. Its aggregate in-
come is more than two hundred mil-
lion dollars a year, and its property
one billion dollars. It is the greatest
power of evil on earth.

I have attempted to show how the
poor are herded and labeled and
libelled and insulted, how thcir pri-
vate life is destroyed and besmirched.
Organized Charity considers poverty
a crime and riches a virtue. It acts
on this principle; the poor are crim-
inals, The alms are administered as
punishment. Absolute destitution is
considered a crime deserving the
severest punishment.

I have suggested no remedy, be-
yond the personal giving of alms as
of old, because I know that any rem-
edy would immediately be institu-
tionalized, for the sake of efficiency,
on the unchristian theory of the “de-
serving poor.”

To those whose peaceful slumber
I have disturbed and who cry “how
impossibly horrible!” 1 say again,
“Can you kcep your head high when
you sce the single file of a bread
line? Can you imagine anything
more bruta! than to compel men to
bare their souls to shame that the
body may live—a little longer?”
From those ranks, murderers, prosti-
tutes, and strikc brecakers are re-
cruitcd, It symbolizes the methods
of Oiganized Charity. Watch now
the intrigues of the diverse war char-
ities as to who shall obtain the fat-
test bonel .

Charity is now fast becoming an
International Power; and if I have
not compared it to the Camorra, the
Mafia, and the Black Hand, it is be-
cause I feared to do those institu-
tions an injustice.

KONRAD BERCOVICL

“Splrit Intercourse, Its Tneory and
Practice,” by J. Hewat McKenzie
(Mitchell Kennerley, 1917.)

have never read such nauseating
twaddle as this book. The author is
so ignorant, so impudently ignorant,
that he even claims ordinary vaude-
ville performances as opcrated by
spiritual means! There is also a great
deal of disgusting nonsense about
the frightful things that happen to
you after death if you lead a normal
healthy lifc on earth,

A. QUILLER, JR.

“The Hand Invisible.” Edited by E. B.
Harriett, (International Historical
Society, Inc., New York, 1917.)

This is a very interesting book. No
great pains have been taken to insist

upon the nature of the means by
which it was obtained. The book
therefore stands or falls by its own
merit; and in this case the merit is
considerable. It is true that there is
not any particularly new truth; but
there is much which cannot fail to
help and encourage a great many peo-
ple in this country. At times the
thought is decidedly epigrammatic:
“Painted fun knows no mirth.”

There is much quiet wisdom, too,
one may say, on almost every page.
It is not a book which will be of any
use to those who are spiritually ad-
vanced in the technical sense; but its
influence upon the average reader
can but be helpful. MILES.
“Kelly of the For¢ign Legion.” (Mit-

chell Kennerley, 1017.)

Most writers of war stories have
been sophisticated persons who thou ht
that they had better put in some f;sne
writing and some profound phil-
osophical thoughts. Among these,
thank God, Is not to be found Kelly
of the Forglgu Legion. I think we
may take him as the average soldier.
A perfectly simple-minded, decent,
good fellow. His highest thoughts
about the war are to say that it is an
asinine thing. We consequently get
a very charming account of what sol-
dngrs rcally go through, without the
slightest attempt at swank, and pad-
ding, and trying to make an impres-
sion. It is quite the best book on the
war I have yet seen.

Henrik Ibsen

Ienrik Ibsen is beyond question the
most  important figure in modern
thought. There are after all very few
writers who have perfectly summarized
;ércal periods of the history of the race.

ophocles represents to us in dramatic
form, perhaps better than any of his
contemporaries, the real trend of ancient
thought. Aristotle may be considered
his only rival; and Sophocles is more
important than Aristotle because he
employs the method of art. The dark
ages are dark to us, mainly, because
they lacked so perfect an  exponent
Dante is the only poet who is at all
satisfactory. The spirit of the Renais-
sance is far more perfectly expressed
in Shakespeare than in any other writer.
After his time there is no one of plane-
tary importance until we come to Bal-
zac. But Balzac wrote in a period of
transition; revolution and counter-rey-
olution had already made earthquakes
in Europc. But the world at large was
not alive to the significance of what was
happening. Nobody foresaw the extent
of the dominion of science.

Ibsen was the first man to realize how
tremendous an upheaval was involved
in the discoveries of chemist and physi-
cist. Revealed religion had already
gone by the board so far as thinking
men were concerned; and with it had
gone the crude morality which is based
upon it. People were feeling the need
of confession while revolted at the idea
of confessing to a priest, the need of re-
demption while appalled at the thought
of a redeemer. Man was shaking him-
self free from the nightmare of ages,
and he was in the curious condition
which often happens to one in the morn-
ing. One is not sure whether one is
awake or asleep. One does not fully
realize where one is or who one is.
This condition is often one of great

. C.




