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the infernal suggestions of the Press, and the vile venality
of the villains attracted to the traffic by the immense profits,
are deliberately creating new addicts every day of people
who in the normal course of affairs would no more think
of indulging in narcotics than a cat in a cold bath.

So much for the purely practical points of the position;
but, deeper still, let me say as a Jeffersonian democrat, that
I dread beyond all else the growth of the petty tyranny of
restrictive legislation, the transference of disciplinary
authority from the judiciary to the constabulary, the aban-
donment of every constitutional safeguard of individual
liberty, the division of the people into the hunters and the
hunted, the exaltation of the spy, the agent provocateur,
and the blackmailer, the open adoption of the policy of
sitting on the safety-valve, and the degradation of citizen-
ship by applying physical repression to the evils whose
only redress lies in moral development !

EpiroriaL Note.—In the author’s private clinic, patients are not
treated for their * habit "’ at all. They are subjected to a process of moral
reconstruction ; as soon as this is accomplished, the drug is automatically
forgotten. Cures of this sort are paturally permanent, whereas the
possible suppression of the drug fails to remove the original causes of the
habit, so that relapse is the rule,



