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at a deadlock with his work. He had nothing to do but
to think about the drug, and his mind was flooded with
“ pernicious suggestions ” that he could not stop it. Every
trifling malaise was unhesitatingly attributed either to the
effects of the drug or those of trying to stop it! Just so
the young man who was reading Middlemarch fell down-
stairs and broke his leg—and blamed the law of gravity
instead of George Eliot!

It is not contended here that the physiological theory
of “ toleration ” is untrue. No doubt the nerves do, more
or less, “ shriek for their accustomed stimulus,” as the
foolish physician usually tells his'victim-—apparently with
the hope of removing any traces of self-confidence or will-
power that he may possess. But, within limits, an average
brave and resolute man can arrange the details of his
“ cure,” and carry them out with success. The nerves, too,
can be fooled to some extent. A member of the Himalayan
Expedition of 1902 has put it on record that when he was
starved in respect of his sugar-ration he suffered the most
intolerable tortures. The body agreed with him so far as to
furnish almost continuous spasms of nausea and diarrhcea.
But on sweetening his tea with saccharine, the symptoms
almost completely disappeared: the * suggestion” of
sugar, although he knew it was only a suggestion, sufficed
to delude his physiological “ Chorus of Troezenian
Women.”

Now if there be one thing certain in this complex world
it is this: that moral maladies require moral therapeutics.
The present system of “ pernicious suggestion,” backed by
prohibition, which insults the free will and dignity of man-
. kind, which offers princely opportunities to illicit traffic
and blackmail, makes the situation worse every month.

In Harlem, a district of New York corresponding
roughly to a combination of Bayswater and Brixton, there
are, by police statistics, over 17,000 school children ad-
dicted to heroin. In this particular case the cause is simple
enough, An enterprising firm of doubtless God-fearing
chemical manufacturers sent out agents to distribute the
drug gratis to the children. Having established the
“ habit,” the agents next demanded an ever-increasing
price, and when they had extracted the last mil from the
tortured innocents, told them to steal, rob, and murder in
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