THE ENGLISH REVIEW

place of Daylight Saving used to learn his part by saying
it over to his wife in bed. Reproached by brother Masons,
he replied quite calmly that the Secret of Freemasonry
was lost, and therefore he could not disclose it if he would !

But is the Secret lost? ‘

Does not the insistence on so many senseless formali-
ties lead us to surmise that the Secret may have been locked
away not in the ostensible words, grips, signs, tokens,
et cetera, which are for the most part self-stultifying, but
in the essential structure of the Rite?

We can here merely refer to a rare and long since out of
print volume, 7'4e Canon, which shows that the propor-
tions of certain fabulous or imaginary structures testify to
certain philosophical * truths according to a symbolic
system.

The truth is—to speak plainly—that the Secret was lost,
and is found.

But those to whom it has been communicated, whatever
their degree, are not in the least likely to spread it broad-
cast before undiscerning Masons.

Their condition is therefore, reasonably enough, that
the whole unwieldy system of pompous and meaningless
formalities, with their outworn and misunderstood verbi-
age, their sectarian accretions, and their manifold confusion,
should be swept away entirely. It is better so than that
Masonry should stumble into the open sewer of obso-
lescence, as it is doing now. While no two jurisdictions can
agree to recognise or tolerate the existence of any third,
while women are clamouring for admission on the one
hand and men despairingly dropping it on the other, while
clandestine lodges already almost outnumber the regular
kind—what is worth saving ?

What was ever worth saving in Masonry? What was
the original idea of the institution as such? The Secret
and its Preservation.

Even at this, the Secret pertains to the Past. It is
part of the heritage of Humanity. But the Rites of Free-
masonry are after all those of Osiris, of the Dying God ; the
Aeon of Horus, of the Crowned and Conquering Child, is
come; it is His rites that we should celebrate, His that
}:veth! and reigneth, and hath His abode in every human
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