THE CRISIS IN FREEMASONRY

natute of the ceremopies of Craft Masonry is in any sense
a “ mystery.”

Thete is therefore no réason for refraining from the
plain statement that, to anyone who understands the rudi-
ments of Symbolism, the Master’s Degree is identical with
the Mass. This is in fact the real reason for the Papal
Anathema; for Freemasonry asserts that every man is him-
self the living, slain, and re-risen Christ in his own
person.

It is true that not one Mason in 10,000 in England is
aware of this fact; but he hds only to remember his
“raising ”’ to realise the fundamental truth of the statement.

Well may Catholic and Freemason alike stand appalled
at the stupendous blasphemy which is implied, as they
ignorantly think, not knowing themselves of the stuff and
substance of the Supreme Self, each for himself alike no
less than Very God of Very God!

But suppose that the sublimity of this conception is
accepted, the identity admitted : what sudden overwhelm-
ing billow from the past blasts their beatitude? What but
the words with which Freud concludes “ Totem and
Taboo ”: In the Beginning was the Deed !

For the “ sacrifice of the Innocent ” celebrated alike in
Lodge and in Cathedral is this identical Murder of the
Master by the Fellow-Craftsmen, that is of the Father by
his Sons, when the ape-system of the “ Father-horde ” was
replaced by the tribal system which developed into the
“ military clan ™|

As against all the above, it may be objected that Free-
maonry actually poses the perennial problem: If a man
die, shall he live again?

We can ignore antiquity, with a mere note that the
impossibility of tracing the origin of the Rite makes it
impossible to argue that any given jurisdiction is “ lawful.”
As in other matters, the Rite in Might is the Rite in Right !
The quarrels which disgrace Freemasonry are only distin-
guishable by superior pettiness from such questions as
the validity of Anglican Orders.

And it may be added that at this time of day it is
abjectly ridiculous to continue the celebration of such
totemistic tomfoolery with such tetanic tabus !

The W.M. elect of a certain lodge not far from the birth-
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