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CHALK CLIMBING ON BEACHY HEAD.

By E. A. CROWLEY.

To the patriotic Scot who regards John o’ Groats as not
far removed from the centre of things, Beachy Head will
appear a very outlandish spot to treat of in the pages of
the Journal. Without incurring, therefore, the reproach
that gui s'excuse s'accuse, it may be pleaded in justification
of this article that the true mountaineer has no domicile ;
that the chalk of Beachy Head, though some would call it
limited in quantity and insignificant in height, will be
found to present problems as interesting in their way as
any to be found in this country ; and that, in spite of its
proximity to London, the excellent climbing to be had on
this remarkable promontory is almost unknown even to
English climbers, and has hitherto been practised, with the
assistance of the coast-guard, by the Cockney trippers,
whose perils during the summer months form a periodic
sensation for the local newspapers.

My first visit to the Head took place on the 4th of April
in the year of grace 1894, in company with a friend who
considers climbing for climbing’s sake as stupid, if not
actually sinful. Our object was general exploration, and
the part we first hit on was the upper portion of the cliff
lying between Monkey island and the Devil’'s Chimney
[D.C.], and to this portion we have since kept. Small
as it is, we have not yet exhausted it by one-half. Going
down by Monkey Island,* we reached a broad, steep,
half-grassy ledge called the Grass Traverse [G.T.]. This
runs along to the Devil’s Chimney, and its upper limit
is the vertical cliff Broad tongues of rotten grass shoot
up from the traverse, and the crags above it correspond-
ingly vary in height from 20 to 200 feet. We passed
along this in a westerly direction, and noted the follow-
ing points of interest in the cliff above. Firstly, a
round-topped oblong pillar, which we climbed by the E.

* I have made countless vain endeavours to discover what Monkey
Island may be. Its position is, however, some distance east of
Etheldreda’s pinnacle.



