ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN. An Examination of the
Phenomena of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Sur-
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ton & Co.

SIR WiLLIAM BARRETT'S book is decidedly well worth
reading by those who imagine that there is nothing in
spiritualism and kindred subjects. Sir William Barrett has
marshalled his facts and fictions in a very creditable
manner. It is quite surprising how much he knows, and
how clever he is, considering the limitations imposed on
him by the fact that, like most psychical researchers, he
has no sort of initiation, and has therefore no organized
but only haphazard material at his disposal. He exhibits
quite remarkable intelligence in dealing with the prob-
lems which he discusses. It is a very marked advance
upon the absolutely blithering balderdash which charac-
terizes most writing on spiritualism, ~new thought,” and
the like.

Sir William Barrett is critical, without being skeptical
in the bad sense of the word, and his judgment is excel-
lent for an amateur. Of course, all psychical research
without initiation reminds one of art criticism by a blind
man or an art critic. Apart from this, however, Sir Wil-
liam Barrett has written a very clever book, and | hope
that these few well chosen words of approval may en-
courage him to further efforts, perhaps not so much in
this line as in one for which he might have more original
talent.
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