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This admirable study of a modern temperament, a 

thoughtful and generous mind at sea in the whirl of 
these new forces, so difficult to understand at all, so 
impossible to rate at their real value is a monument of 
our late colleague’s earlier manner.  

The book is almost as abstract as Kant, more ab-
stract than Erewhon. Mr Raffalovich when he wrote this 
had not that lightning flash, the concentration of infinite 
light into a single lucid symbol, which distinguishes his 
later work.  

The light is calm and cool. If I had to compare this 
book to another, I should select one of Jane Austen's; 
and if it is pointed out that I have never read any of 
Jane Austen's I can retort that neither have I read “The 
History of a Soul.”  
  

ALEISTER CROWLEY. 

  


