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THE best of this book is that it reads well. I thought 

a priori (a) it read very well weekly; in a lump it will 
bore; (b) it only read well weekly because of its porno-
graphic or Prudential surroundings. But, lo! it is most 
excellent. St. James the Divine has indeed found a way 
to tell the truth (about most things) without frightening 
Respectability too much, though I think he might have 
spared us a thunderbolt against that feeble writer, Her-
bert Vivian.  

Sanctus Jacobus Corvus once observed in his trea-
tise on Mysticism (blue-pencilled by the common sub-
editor), “Crow and Crowley—what a combination!” Not a 
bad one, either. If only he had stolen the holy water (as 
I begged him to do) and baptized our mandrakes prop-
erly—Never mind! I advise all our readers to read his 
book; and if he does not advise all the readers of “John 
Bull” to read mine, I shall despair of human nature.  
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