
BRACKEN. By JOHN TREVENA.  
 
This is a very fine study of west country life. Jaspar 

Ramridge is a schoolmaster, and can see nothing but 
discipline.  

Cuthbert Orton is a schoolboy, and can see nothing 
but revolt against that discipline.  

Neither grows up. So when they start to create, the 
boy produces a creature of naked emotion and no more; 
the man a creature of naked intellect and no more. The 
first is an animal, the second a devil.  

This is our own doctrine; but never have I seen it 
better expressed.  

It is not the province of man to create, but to beget. 
The father of the girl who is in turn obsessed by Orton 
and Ramridge is a perfect ass; but he made a very good 
job once in his life.  

Let this admirable book be a warning to all those 
who seek magical power, or to teach pupils.  

If you obtain magical powers, as is easy, you can 
only use it to destroy both yourself and your victims, 
unless by a greater miracle than the magic itself. If you 
seek to teach, your pupils are almost sure to misunder-
stand.  

The alternative is to initiate; and this can only be 
done by those who are no longer men or magicians.  

Let me congratulate Mr Trevena upon a most en-
thralling and instructive book.  
  

O. H. 

  


