PREFACE. XXVII

{ to admire Plato and Aristotle,
youths. [ am not so rebellious

as to oppose their dictum ; and in truth there seems no bet-
ter way to avoid the conlamination of woman and the mo-
rose pleasures of solitary vice. (Not that women themselves
are unclean; it is the worship of them as ideals that rols
the soul). Again we may say that all the great men of
antiquity were sodomiles : Socrales, Cacsar, Alexander,
Martial, Catullus, Virgil, Achilles; Napoleon, Frederick the
Great, Geethe, Shakespeare, Bacon, an unbroken line of
English monarchs ; Mohammed, Benvenuto Cellini, Wllde, '
Symonds, Emerson, Pater, Fitz-Gerald, Leighton, NVlithan
Michael Angelo, Leonardo, and a host ¢ y

At school I was taugh
who recommend sodomy to




