THE CONFESSIONS OF ALEISTER CROWLEY

CONTENTS OF VOLS. I AND II

(To be issued in Autumn 1929)
VOLUME ONE :

Preface : The art and science of Biography. “ Every man and every woman is a star.””
Birth and origin—A. family of Plymouth Brethren: Birthsmarks of a Buddha: Oriental
characteristics : congenital masochism: mental hermaphroditism.

Early Religious Tendencies: My view of dead bodies: The Bible and the Beast, 666. A
villainous Evangelical uncle. Antipathy to my mother. A boyhood in hell.

Childish Precocity and Pranks : Chess feats : School life amongst sneaks, hypocrites, and cads ;
mathematical gifts : adventures in chemistry : I join the Serpent’s party: Search for the
unforgivable sin: An experiment with the nine lives of a cat: childish verses: I throw
a tutor into a lake: Sex Repression: an explosion. School life at Malvern.

The Mountains of Britain : Climbing in Cumberland with the pioneers : Struck by lightning on
the Pillar Rock : Chalk-climbing : pioneer climbs on Beachy Head : first principles.

The University : Sex life at Cambridge: A poetic refutation of Kraft-Ebbing : *“ Justification
by Sin.” I perceive the futility of worldly ambitions and suffer the vision of universal
sorrow. My devotion to alchemical and occult studie. I leave Cambridge degreeless.
Oxford and Cambridge compared. A fight with the townees.

Climbing in the Alps: The egregious Alpine Club: Glories of amateur climbing : major
climbs with Norman Collie, Travers, and others: I meet Oscar Eckenstein : learning to
glissade. The Schonbuhl Glacier. Amusing and thrilling climbs.

First Steps in Magick : T meet a real alchemist and a master of magick : The Hermetic Order
of the Golden Dawn : The Book of the Sacred Magick of Abramelin the Mage : Initial
disgusts : my rapid progress through the grades : the jealousy of the sham adepts : ceremonial
magick ; details of initiation : adventures with vampires and elementals : The sufferings
and the power of Allen Bennett : a miracle is performed to save Allen’s life. The operation
of Abramelin : Demonic appearances : Buying a magical house : The Order goes to smash.

VOLUME TWO :
Mexico : Intense magical and poctic inspiration. I establish the Order of the Lamp of
Invisible Light. The practice of invisibility. Eckenstein arrives : we climb and explore the
volcanoes. Mexican nights: The phantom City: gambling adventures ; war dance to
celebrate the death of Queen Victoria : gouging ‘affair at El Paso..
The Pacific and Ceylon. San Francisco: Hawaii: Japan: Hong-Kong: Colombo.
Hindus and Buddhists as they are.  The theory and practice of Yoga. False initial atitudes
—asceticism, sex repression, cthical humbug. Supreme value of the scientific attitude. The
Eight Limbs of Yoga. Phenomena and results: jumping about like a frog. I master Asana
and attain Dhyana, but cannot proceed further.
Exploring Buddbist Ceylon. Grandeur of the old Singalese civilisation : the modern cor-
ruption. The Buddha’s Tooth: a Buddhist Sawrnalia: a sadistic magistrate.
India and Burma, T am admitted to the temple sanctuaries, and sacrifice to the deities :
philosophy of Phallic worship. The Shwe Dagon Pagoda, and a hydrocephalous boy. The
Rangoon River : the psychology of invalidism : Love affair with a Burmese riverspirit. .
My First Himalayan Expedition.  The personnel : the foreigners : the natives, Eckenstein
and the Government. Polo in Baltistan: a river of mud; life on the Baltoro Glacier.
Moral collapse of the Austrians ; Lessons of the failure.
Literary Life in Parls, My relations with Redin: his statue of Balzac : Nights at the * Chat
Blanc”: La Dame de Montparno.
Big Game—Marriage. I marry a distressed damsel. Honeymoon in Egypt and Ceylon.
Invocation in the Great Pyramid. Big game shooting in Ceylon. Obsession by a bat.
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