“Rosicrucian”’  Scandal

by
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Copres af His pampllel have been sent fo the Police
Anthorilics of London and Paris, and lo the principal
newspapers of Greal Brilain,



THE "ROSICRUCIAN" SCANDAL

Mr. Aleister Crowley, Editor of = The Eguinor,” having
published the facts concerming the * Rosicrucians” in various
numbers of that magazine, has been attacked by the gang whom
he exposed in such a way that he has had no opportunity to make
clear the facts in a more public manner,

Mr, Crowley is debarred from taking legal action by the
reasons set forth hereafter, | have therefore determined to publish
i a striking form the truth of the matter, less to defend him (he
has no need of it) than to bring to an end the villanies of the
* Rosicrucian " gang.

I have proceeded on the principle that Mathers is obliged
either to tell the truth or to repeat his previous statements.  The
latter are indicated by inverted commas,

It is against the express wish of Mr. Crowley that 1 have,
in his own phrase, * plaved scavenger™; but | rather break my
Vow of Holy Obedience than allow his work to be hindered, as |
cannot but muintain that it has been hindered hitherto,

LEO VINCEY.



SUMMARY OF PERSONS REFERRED TO
IN THE DIALOGUE

MaTHERS . . . . . . .

4s Bae de b Soarce, aux
Gressets, par La Celle-
Saint-Choul.

CHAN . . . o 0 0
3. King's Hemch Walk
Temple, W.C.

BeErwminoe . . . . . . .

W. F. pE WeEXD FEXTON.

D W Westcorr .
W, Canslen Boul, X,

AvEisTER CROWLEY

Seff-appointed * Head ™ of the
“ Rosicrucian Qrder,” =

FPerjured shyster.®

Homaopathic doclor, ele.

Edlitor of * The Looking-Glass."  Turf
fricksler wnlil warned off ; since profes-
sionad Mackwnler 1o the wobilily and
genlry.

Coroner, sorcerer, ele.
of Mathers.

Dhpe aaned siclion

Ex-dupe aund victim of Maliers,

{®) Details af Cran's psfiery in e Courl of King's Homeh o Apeil, Il.'-'l1 are
lbere omsitted for resoms which may Beeone clear bereafter,



The Cross- Examination of Samuel Sidney Sylvester Scherzerade
Socrates Scipio Schiller Simmons Scrutton Shacback Swank
Swizzle Liddell Diddell Macgregor Mac Herrow Mathers, James [V
of Scotland, Comte de St Germain, Earl of Glenstrae, Comie
Macgregor, Chevalier Mac-gregor, Macgregor-Mathers, ' Rhiogail
mo Dhream, Deo Duce Comite Ferro, Chevalier of the Order aof
5t. Germain, ete, ete, by Mr. (). Scorpio, one of Hiz Majestv's
Counsel learned in the Law,

Scoreo, K.C. What is vour name 7

Matners. The whole lot?

Scorro, K.C. The name on vour birth certificate.

Marnens, Mathers,

Scoxro, K.C. Youwereeducated at Bediord Grammar School?

MarHers,  Yes

Scokpio, K.C. And became a lieutenant in a  Hampshire
volunteer regiment ?

Marnexs, Yes

Scorrio, K.C Yet in Paris you were engaged in Jacobite
conspiracies o overthrow the throne of England ?

Marners. | pretended to be.

Scorrio, K.C. Were you actually so engaged ¥

Maruers, [ refuse to answer the question,

Scorrro, K.C. You became a Rosicrucian ?

MaTnERs, " Yes"”

Scowrro, K.C. You hold high rank in the Order ?

Marnens, “1 am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.”

Scoreo, KO, You bave read the constitutions of that Order 2

Matuers, “Yes"'

Scoreio, K.Co It is a secret Order ?

MaTHERS, Yes.

Scorrin, K.C. By the constitution no member is permitted to
declare himselt to be a3 member ¥

Maruers, That is what Waite says.

Scoxrio, K.C. Wha is Waite ?

Matners. The greatest living authority on the Rosicrucians.

Scoreo, K.C. Let me read what he says,  * Let me warn my
readers that all persons professing to be Rosicrucians are simply
members of pseudo-fraternities, and that there is that difference
between their assertion and the facts of the case in which the
essence of a lie consists.”  What have you to say to that ?

Marners. “ [ am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order,”
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Scorpio, K.C. You are however responsible lo secret chiefs #

Marners. “Yes”

Scowrto, KC. Who are they ?

MatHERs. * [ am sworn not to divolge them,”

Seorpio, KO, In the constitutions of the Golden Dawn a
Friulein Sprengel or Sapiens Dominabitur Astris is named as one
of them ?

Matnens, [ suppose so.

Scoreo, K.C. Isit so or not 7

MatHens, Yes.

Scorpo, K.C.  In your letter to Mrs. Emery of the 16th Feby.,
1goe, you say : It may interest you to know that Soror Sapiens
Diominabitur Astris is now in Paris working with me™ ?

MATHERS. Yes.

Scoreio, K.C. Was this Friulein Sprengel

MatHens, No.

Scorero, KL, Who was it 7

Matuenrs, Madame Horos, better known, perhaps, as “ the
Swami."

Scoreto, K. The same Madame Horos who in 1gon received
a sentence of seven years' penal servitude for abominable offences
against children ?

Marners, How was | to know that she would be found out #

Scowrio, K.C. You acknowledged her as  your spiritual
superior

Marnens, Yes,

ScorPo, K.C,  As a secret chief B2 = 3= ¢

MaTHERS. Yes,

Scorpio, K.C. Thank you. Now with regard to Allan Bennett.
He was staying with you in Paris ?

Marners. Yes

Scorpio, KO, How employed ?

Maruers. In trying to make rubies from ruby dust,

Scoreo, K.C. Did be succeed ?

Marners. He made a small worthless ruby,

Scoreio, K.C. With better apparatus he might have made a
commercial success of the process?

Maruers. [ cannot say.

Scoreio, K.C.  In point of fact, a precisely similar process is
being worked at this day with success?

MATHERS, Yes.

Scoreo, K.C.  What was his moral character in regard to sexual
matters?




MatHeRrs. He had an aversion to all such matters amounting
to horror.

Scorpio, K.C. What was the condition of his health?

MaTHERS. He was a constant sutferer from spasmodic asthma
in its most aggravated form.

Scorpio, K.C. He took drugs habitually ?

MATHERS. Yes, by the orders of his doctor.

Scorpio, K.C. Never for pleasure?

MATHERS. Never.

Scorrro, K.C. How can you be sure?

MarHers. When he left England, the change of climate cured
at least temporarily his disease. and he instantly abandoned the
practice.

Scorrio, K.C. He left you on good terms?

MATHERs. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. And you have never quarrelled with him since?

MaTtHERS. Never.

Scorpio. K.C. Then why do you defame him now and allow
the vilest crimes to be imputed to him?

MarHERs.  Anything to damage Crowley !

Scorpio, K.C. Did you quarrel with him ever at the time?

MATHERS.  Yes.

Scorpro, K.C. Let me read you the published account of your
quarrel :

He (Crowley) had, as we have seen, induced Mathers to put in force the
Deadly and Hostile Current of Will, but, as in the case of the Jackdaw of
Rheims, nobody seemed a penny the worse. One might have expected that
Mathers having failed, Aleister Crowley would have abandoned him. No, for
it seemed still possible that Mathers, really in touch with the Supreme Chiefs,
had yet finally decided to say with Christ upon the Cross : * Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do,” even though this theory was some-
what rudely shaken by Mathers spending the whole of one Sunday afternoon
in rattling a lot of dried peas in a sieve under the impression that they were
the revolted members : as subsequent cvents proved, they were only the ideas
in his head. So we find Aleister Crowley still loyal, if a little sceptical, and
searching within himself to discover a touchstone by which he might prove
beyond doubt the authenticity of Mathers’ claim to represent the Masters. Now,
there had been a good deal of talk of an adventure that happened to Mathers
and Allan Bennett, who was guest in his house, in which a revolver figured
prominently; but the story was only vague, and Allan Bennett, who could and
would have told the truth about it, had departed for a distant colony. So on
arriving in Paris, Aleister Crowley lured Mathers into telling the story, which
was as follows : That he and Allan Bennett had disagreed upon an obscure point
in theology, thereby formulating the accursed Dyad, thereby enabling the
Abramelin demons to assume material form : one in his own shape, another in
that of Allan Bennett. Now, the demon that looked like Allan Bennett had a
revolver, and threatened to shoot him (Mathers), while the demon that resem-
bled himself was equally anxious to shoot Allan Bennett. Fortunately, before
the demons could fire, Mrs, Mathers came into the room, thus formulating the
symbol of the blessed Trinity, of which her great purity of character would
naturally fit her to be a prominent member. Now, the only probability about
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this story, which Mathers related gn his magical honour as a 7° = 4° (the
highest grade of the Rosicrucian order), was that Mathers saw (Innhlc. Crowley,
however, was not going to judge any isolated story by the general laws of
probability, so, bowing gracefully, he rose and set out to find Allan Bennett,
whom he eventually ran down at the house of a holy Yogi in Cinnamon Gardens,

Colombo, to hear his account.

Allan Bennett’s account was less of a strain upon Aleister Crowley's
faculties of belief. They had had, he said, an argument about the God Shiva,
the Destrover, whom Allan Bennett worshipped because, if one repeated his
name often enough, Shiva would one day open his eve and destroy the Universe,
and whom Mathers feared and hated because He would one day open His eve
and destrov Math Allan Bennett closed the argument by assuming the
position Padmasa and repeating the Mantra: ¢ Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva, Shiva.” Mathers, angrier than ever, sought the sideboard, but soon retur-
ned, only to find Allan Bennett still muttering: * Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva”. “Will vou stop blaspheming ?"" cried Math but the holy man only
said ‘“Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva Shiva.”
“1f you don't stop I will shoot you!" said Mathers, drawing a revolver from
his pocket, and levelling it at Allan Bennett’s bead ; but Allan Bennett. being
concentrated, took no notice, and continued to mutter ‘“Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva, Shiva, Shiva.”

Whether overawed by the majesty of the saint, or interrupted by the entry
of a third person, Allan Bennett no longer remembered, but Mathers never
pulled the trigge

It was only r this interview, which did not take place till August 1gor,
that Aleister Crowlev definitely decided against Mathers.

Is this account accurate ?

Marugers. * My account is accurate.”

Scorrio, K.C.  You really ask his Lordship to believe this yarn
about Abramelin demons?

MatHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. With regard to Dr. Wynn Westcott, now : was
he your colleague ?

Martners.  Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. 'Was his name printed on the MSS. of the Order
of the Golden Dawn as the person to whom they should be
returued in case of the owner’s death or disability ?

MATHERS. Yes.

Scorreio, K.C.  And these MSS. contain practical instructions
for raising devils, making yourself invisible, transforming men
into animals, making gold, making rain, and all the other fabled
arts of sorcerers?

MarBHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. In short, you and Dr, Westcott were teaching
the vilest prz lctmcs of black magic?

MathHEks.  Yes.

Scoreio, K.C. You quarrelled with Dr. Westcott ?

MaTHERS.  Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. You were jealous of his authority ?

MarHEers.  Divided authority is no authority.
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Scorpio, KO You are not a careless man ?

Marners, One cannot be too careful in matters of magic.

Scokrpo, K.Co Did you ever leave any magical M55, in a cab ¥

MarHewrs, The best of us may err.  Even Homer nodded.

Scorrio. K.C. These M55, were taken to Scotland Yard ?

Maruenrs, | cannot say, of my own knowledge.

Scorrio, K.C. That would be the usual course ¥

Matheks, | suppose so,

Scorero, K.C. Dr. Westcott’s namme and address being on them,
the authorities would return them to him ?

Matueks, [ suppose so.

Scowro, K.C,  Did they further intimate to Dr. Westcott that
he was paid to sit on corpses, not to raise them ; and that he must
choose between his Coronership and his Adeptship ?

Marners. [ believe so.

Scoreo, K.C. 5o that he resigned active membership in the
so-called Rosicrecian Order ¢

Maruers, He did resign.

Scorpeio, K.C. Very fortunate piece of carelessness for you !

Marders. Fortune favours the brave.

Scorpio, K.C, 1 put it to vou, this was a premeditated treachery
an vour part.

Maruens, [ refuse to answer the question.

Scorro, KO In your letter of February 16th, 1goo, you
accuse Dr. Westeott of “ forging, or procuring to be forged ™ the
warrant on which the Order was founded ?

Marners, Yes

Scorro, KO And did anyone believe you ?

MaTHERE  Yes @ five persons,

Scoren, K.C. Who were they ¢

Marners, Dr. E. W, Berridge, Mr. G, C. Jones, Mr, Aleister
Crowley and a Mrs. Simpson and her daughter.

Scompio, K.C. What of the other hity odd in the London
Temple

Matnews. Mr. Crowley expelled them,

Scowro, K.C. By what authority 7

MarHERS. By mine, He was at that time my plemipotentiary
in London.

Sconro, K.C. And what did they do then #

Maruers. They expelled me and Mr, Crowley,

Scorpio, K.C. And then ?

Martners. They all quarrelled and expelled each other.

Scorpio, K.C. The whole Order broke up ?

MaTHERS. Yes



Scorpio, K.Co Why did they revolt against youw ?

MarnErs,  Firstly, because they thought that by declaring the
Warrant to be a forgery, 1 had destroved my own authority,
Secondly, because they couldn't make my methods of magic work
|1ru|1§:rlj.- Thirdly, because they were lired of my incessant demands
for money.  Fourthly, because 1 refused 1o expel Dr. Berridge
from the Order.

Scorrio, K.C. What complaints  were  made  against
Dr. Berridge 7

Marners,  That girls who ciune to him for examination in the
Knowledge Lectures were subjected to insult.

Scoreio, K.C. Did vou investigate this charge ?

Marners,  * Astrally, ves.”

Scome, K.C. Was there any other charge

Marnekrs, Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. What was ity

MarvErs,  That he was disseminating objectionable literature,

Scowmo, KOG What #

Maruews, The works of Thomas Lake Harris,

Scorpie, K.C. What is objected to?

Matners, He recommends his pupils 1o invoke elemental
spirits or “astral counterparta” for the purpose of carnal copulation.

Scoremo, K.C Was this charge denied #

Marners, No,

Scoren, K.C. What did vou do?

Marnens, 1 expelled his accuser,

Scorr, KO Name the accuser.

Mavuers,  Miss Horniman,

Scorrio, K.C. The daughter of the great tea merchant #

Marnews,  The same,

Scorro, K.C. And who is Dr. Berridge ?

Maruers, He is the famous Dy, Berridge.

Scorrmo, K.C For what is he famous ¥

Marvews,  For his Magic Clasp.

Scowro, K.Co Whan is that #

Marnews., A Mres, Cumninglam, o member of my Grder, claimed
£Lreoo from him as the price of & Magic Clisp said 10 have been
given by Caglioatro to Marie Astoinette.  She sued him on a
promizssory note for the amount.  Her story in court was that she
went o his house with a friend on the date when it fell due.
Dr. Berridge tried 1o destroy the note. A struggle ensued ;@ the
note was torn, Dr, Berridge retaining the hall which bore his
alleged signature.  Tn cowrt be decled this signature to be a
forgery,




Scorrio, K.C. And what did the experts decide ?

Maruers, They bad no means of deciding.

Scorra, KC How sof

Marners, Dr. Berridge had burnt his alleged signatore.

Scorrio, KOG What?  He burnt the proof of his own integrity
amel of their dishonesty ?

Marners. Yes

Scorpo, KOG, How did be account for so extraordinary an
action ¥ '

Matuners, The excitement of the moment.

Scoreio, K.C. What did the judge say #

Marners, That it was all very mysterious, that he did not
believe either party to the suit ; hut that as the onus of proof lay
on Mrs, Conningham, he must dismiss the case.

Scoweio, K.C. Thank vou,  Now, has Dr. Berridge any animus
against Mr. Crowley ?

MarHErs.  Yes,

Scorro, KOG How has Mr, Crowley wronged him ?

Marners., Mr. Crowley has Lwghed at him,

Scorpio, K.C. Anvthing clsc ?

Marnexs. Mr. Crowley did him 3 good turn.

Scorpio, KC. How?

Maruewrs.  In March 1gro Mr, Crowley received an anonymons
letter from * White Magician " enclosing a pamphlet by T, L.
Harris, and accuzing Dr, Berridge of the foulest vices,

Scorero, K.C. What did Mr, Crowley do ?

Marners. Sent a friend with the letter and pamphlet to Dr.
Berridge to warn him that he had an encmy, and offering to help
him in any way possible to defeat such anonymous assaillants.

Scowpio, K. Why did Mr. Crowley act thus, if he had no
respect for Dr. Berridge ¥

Matuekrs. He would probably say it was becanse, however
much he disagreed with a man, he would not see him the victim
of foul play.

scorreio, K.C. And how did Dr. Berridge repay the service ?

Marnews. By perjuring himself to Mr. Crowley's disadvantage.

Seormo, K.C. Thank you, Now astothis * Rosicrucian " Order.
Let me read o you from the Obligation of a Neophyte :

4 Al these 1 swear 1o keep under the no less penalty than that
of..... submitting myself to a deadly and hostile Current of Will set
in motion by the Greatly Honoured Chiefs of the Second Order;
by which [ should fall slwin or paralysed, as if blasted by the
Lightning Flash." Is that correct?

MaTHERS, Yes.



Scorrio, K.C. s it meant to be taken seriously ?

Marners. Yes,

Scorpio, K.C.  Members of the Order, were, in fact, afraid of
the penalty ?

MaTHERS. Yes, )

Scormo, K.C. On April 2nd, 1goo, vou write to the revolting
members, saying: *1 shall for the first time be compelled to for-
mulate my request to the Highest Chiels to prepare the Punitive
Current.”

MarHers, Yes.

Scowpio, K.C. I they refused to obey you, you would canse
them “to fall slain or paralysed, as if blasted by the Lightning
Flash " ¢

Marvews, They deserved it, and worse,

Scorro, K.C. 18 it a threat of assassination F

MatHers, O occult assassination, ves,

Scorrio, K.C.  You did actually rattle peas in a sieve, ceremo-
monially ?

Marners. It is a well-known practice of Sympathetic Magic.

Sconrn, K.C,  Like sticking pins in a wax figure §

Marners. Exactly. One identifies the rebels with the peas,
and rattles them.

Scorrio, K.C. That explains their subsequent debiicle

MarHewrs,  Yes,

Scowr, K.C. But vou expected them to “fall slain or para-
Tvsed " ?

Matners. | hoped so.

Scoreio, K.C. Actually, not in a hgure of speech ?

Marnens,  Actually,

Scorpio, K.Co Tt is attempted assassination ?

Maruers. Occult assassination, ves,

Scoreie, K.C. o And in any event, if they were really afraid of
it, the threat amounted to black mail ?

Marrers, [ am not a lawyer.

Seorera, K.C. Now then, let us get back to James IV, You
say vou are James IV

Marnens, [ refuse to answer the question.”

Scoreo, KAC, James IV was killed on Flodden Field ?

Maruius.  Tradition asserts that he escaped.”

scorro, KOG A lady of unblemished reputation, Mrs, Markham,
has gone into that box, and sworn that he was so killed.

MaTiers, One must not contradict a lady,

sScoweo, K.Co Well, what happened to him ?
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Maruers, “1—1 mean he—escaped to the Continent, and
became an Adept and found the Elixir of Life, so that 1—1 mean
he—should live on indefinitely.”

Scorpio, K.C. When do we hear of him again 7

Marness,  *As the Comte de 5t Germain.”

Scoreio, K.C. And again?

Mariens, 1 refuse to answer the question,”

Scorrio, K.C. Have you read Mr, Crowley's poem @ “The
Rosicrucian,” dedicated * 4 sa Majesté Jacgues [V d'Feosse ™ 7

Marners, Yes. Mr Crowley was a very young and loolish
by,

scomro, K.C. He belicved you to be James IV ?

Marnews., Very likely.

Sconpio, K.C. Did he or did he not #

Marners, It was nol my fault if he didn’t,

Scorrio, K.C. You borrowed considerable sums of money
from him ?

Marners,  Yes

Scorpero, K.C. On that groand ?

Marnewrs,  That sort of ground.

Scoupio, K.C. He was rich ¢

Mathenrs. | believe he had just come into some £30,000.

Scorrio, K.C. He offered vou the whole of his fortune in order
to help you in your trouble with the revolting members #

Maruers. | wrote to thank him for hia * loval and honourable
offer.”

Scoreo, K.C. Why did he make it ?

Marners, He believed my stories about James IV amd the
Secret Chicfs, | suppose.

Scorpio, K.C. Madame Horos had promised you £2.0007

MaTHERs.  Yes

Sconro, K.C. Was that why vou admitted her 1o be your
superior

Marnenrs, | refuse to answer the gquestion.

Seormo, K.C. Crowley offers you his fortune ; and vou imme:
diately appoint him to the sole power in England, over the heads
of Dr. Westcott and Sir Henry Colville and W, B. Yeats and
Mrs. Emery and Sir William Crookes and Dr. Berridge and
dazens of others who had been members of the Order for years ?

Marneks, | did,

Scorpie, K.C. This is only a coincidence?

Matngrs. Certainly. 1 acknowledged Madame Horos because
it was a slap in the eye for Mrs, Emery; | gave Crowley the
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supreme power partly to souly the rebels, and partly (as 1 said, in
another place)  to make a better man of him,”

Scorrmo, K.C, Besides the money that Crowley lemt vou, did
he ever give vou any ?

Marnews. Yes: a wealthy lady, the wife of an English Officer,
a Colonel, being interested in occultism, once gave him £20 for me.

Scorrio, K.C. Is that all ?

Marnenrs,  She gave him some jewels for the purpose of deco-
rating a statue of Isis for my temple,

scorro, K.C. She guarrelled with him subsequently ¥

Marnews. | believe so,  In fact, | made guite a big story of it.

Sconrio, K.C, They are good friends again, however ¥

Marners, He has a whole sheat of the friendliest letlers from
her, up to date,

seoweo, K.Co Well, we left Mr. Crowley as your Envoy
Plenipotentiary to the “rebels”. He shortly afterwards went
chimbing in Mexico ?

Marners.  Yes, with Mr, Fckenstein.

sooweio, KOG What was Mr., Eckenstein's Christian name ?

Marners, | — er — [ see ladies in Court.

Tue Junce,  Any ludies in this Court are prabably bevond any
scruples of that sort.

Scowrio, K.C. Answer the guestion.

Marners, Oscar (sensalion).®

Sconrio, K.C. Did Mr, Crowley on his departure leave anything
in your charge?

Marnews. Some books of poetry, | couldn’t get a single franc
an them : I returned them to him when he came back,

Scorro, K.C. Anvthing clse?

Marners. A hfty-guines dressing case, and another port-
mantean.

Scomrio, KC. Where are they ?

Marnens, [ refuse to answer the question.

Scorre, K.C. Did you return them to the owner ?

Maruers, No,

Seorrto, KOG To “Konx Om Pax™ Mr. Crowley accuses you
of stealing these bags ?

Marnews. He didn't mention the bags specifically,.  He only
saied Towas o thief,  Messrs, Nussey and Fellowes, my Solicitors,
wrote threatening him with an Action.

Scorrio, KCo What did he reply ¥

*] At ihis point Counsel fainted, and threw up his brier 3 but was indseed fo continue

by the Judge, wiio had not had such a jolly day for vears,
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Matners. 1 care as little for vour threats of legal action as
for vour client’s threats of assassination..... I am surprised that a
firm of your standing should consent W act for a scoundrel ™,

Scorrie, K.Co What did you do?

Martners, 1 changed my solicitors,

Scormo, K.C. Perhaps it would be more correct to say that voar
solicitors  changed wou!  You several times threatencd Mr
Crowley with legal procecdings?

Marnens.  Often.

Scorro, .G Duld vou ever take any ¢

Marsuers.,  Onece, for breach of copyright.

Scorpio, K.C. And tried for an Injunction against the “Equinox™?

MarHErs,  Yoes

Scorplo, K.C What happened ?

Maraess,  Dismissed with costs.

Sceoreio, K.C. Have you paid those costs ?

Matnews. No.

Scoren, KOG Did vou then bring the action ¥

MatHers, No,

Seonmo, KO I was a frivolous excuse for the injunction

Marneks, | refuse to answer the question,  Ask Mr. Cran,

Scowrto, KO, Let me read vou this passage from  the
“Eyguinox " of September 1910

1 hpil alieosd forgogten dear ol Matbers,

Yet it was only last December that a colleague of mine was iold by some
greasy old harridan, in ber best nominal 579 == 4* voioe {she bos pad hundreds
of pounds for that paeminal 79 == 4%, and mever gol initisted into any mysteries
but those of Over-cating) that Impervita | Imperates, Mathers' title of office
in the = Goklen Dawn ™) was coming over frons Parks to crmsd Crowhey | and
Crowdey has fed before his face,

Anshow, | soeaked back from Algeria, trembling all over, and began 1o
enjor the comedy of a lawyer pretending that he could not serve a Writ an o
man with an address in the telephone directory, whi wos apending hundseds
of pounids on letting the whole world know where to find him. 11 was poerhaps
unkind of nve met o warn Mr. Cran (hat he was pulting his fosl is 6.

Bat if 1 hadd sabd 2 word, the ¢se would have bevn ihrown wp: aml then
where wouald our advertisensent have been ¢

Sa, even now, | restrict my remarks 1 there may be some mote fun sonsisg
= e o e =

Bt at beast there's o prophet loose ! Some anonymwns person wiode ©
Cran, Crun, MeGrogor's moin,
Served @ Writ, and away he ran
hefore 3 Writ was served ! Thoagh he milght have goessed that it woukd be,
Bt he coulla’t pessibly have known that the action would be droppesl, as it
has been.
Aml Mathers hos ran away teo—withoal paving our costs,
= ® o= & @

It reflects seriously upon Mr. Cran's professional honour, does
it not ?
Marnenrs, Yoes



Sconre, K.C. Has he taken action ?

Maruers, No,

Scorrg, K.C. S0 Mr, Crowley langhed at you ?

Marners. Those who Lwgh last laugh Dest,

Sconre, K.C. What did you do?

Marness, [ waited for my opportunity,

Scoreo, K.C. Did it arrive ?

MarHers,  All things come to him who waits,

Scorrro, KC. Describe what happened,

Marners. A paper called * The Looking Glass ™ attacked
Mr. Crowley, T went to the editor (Mr. W, F. de Wend Fenton)
and told him all 1 knew — and 3 good deal that 1 didn't know.

Scowro, K.C Was the editor actuated by malice against
Mr. Crowley ¢

Mathers, No

Storeio, K.C. How can you be sure ?

Maruews,  The day after his first article appeared he telephoned
to a mutual friend, a Miss O, explained that he meant no harm,
ame would like to meet Mr. Crowley at dinner and have a chat
with him,

Scorro, K.C. What happened then?

Maruers,  Miss O, told Mr. Crowley,

Scormo, KO And what did he say #

Marnens. He made an answer so remarkable that [ remem-
ber it every word,

Scoreo, K.C What was it ?

Maruers. He said * 1 suppose vou wonldn't like me to be
blackmailed over your colfee",

Scorelo, K.C. What does this show ?

Maruers.  Mr. Crowley's horrid suspicious temper,

Scorero, K.C. What did Miss O, do?

Marners. Cut Mr. Fenton,

Scoreo, K.C. You really know all this of your own knowledge ¥

Marners. Yes.

Scokren, K.C. How?

Marness,  * Astrally.”

Scorei, KOG Astrally ¥

Marnens, 1 am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.”

Scoremo, KO Did Mr, Crowley take action against * The
Looking-Glass ™ 2

Marneirs, No.

scorrio, K.C. Why #

Marnews.  On the advice of a friend with 25 years' experience
of City Journalism.



Scoreio, K.C. What did the iriend say ?

{Counsel objected. A long argument followed, in the
course of which the Judge remarked : * This trial is like the
trial in Alice in Wonderland, [ wouldn't spoil it for the
world and 1 am going 1o admit anvthing ! ™).

Scoreo, K.C What did Mr. Crowley's journalistic friend say 2

Marnens, ™ Let the fellow alone | He's been warned off the
turf, and his City Editor's a jail-bird, and he isn't worth a bob, and
if vou touch pitch you'll be defiled.”

Scowrte, K.C. Was Mr. Fenton in fact warned off the Turf?

Marners,  Yes,

Scowre, K.C. You blame Crowley for not taking action ¢

MatHers.  1t's very annoving.

Scouro, K.C. You're not very ready to take action vourself

Marugrs. 1 am a man of peace,

Scowpio, K.C. The * military bearing ™ is only for show ?

Matuews, That's all,

Seormo, KO Mr. Crowley has written books, which howses
of the highest standing have published, in which you are apenly
called a common thief, an habitual swindler, @ blackmailer, and
accused of drunkenness and attempted assassination ?

MaTHERS., Yes: but he supports his charges by unimpeachable
documents, and witnesses of unassailable integrity,

Seorrmo, K.C. And there is no grownd for the charges against
Mr. Crowley?

Marugks, There is Dr, Berridge's evidence.

Scoweio, K., Letus gointo that, Mr. Crowley's conversation
with Dr. Berridge ook place in 1go0?

Maruens, Yes.

Sconpio, K.C. And was first repeated in the Court of King's
Bench in 1gin?

MaTHers, Yes.

Scoppo, K.C. Dir. Berridge must have a splendid memory.
What were the relations between Crowley and Bervidge in 19047

Marners,  They were friemds and collengues, At the Ceremony
of the Vernal BEguinox in 1goj Crowley was Hierophant, and
Berridge Praomonstrator or Cancellariug, 1 forget which.

Seormo, K.C. So it ook Dr. Berridge some time before he
attached 2 criminal significance to Crowley's remark ?

Marners,  The mind of Berridge works slowly, but it works
exceeding small.

Scormo, K.C. As to the remark itself.  Take the hrst part.
Berridge mentions to Crowley the ugly rumours that his CTEMmies
were circulating.  Crowley replies: * So and 5o and So and So
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and So and So have been to my flat and passed the night™ [
suggest that the names mentioned were those of mutual friends of
Crowley and Berridge, men beyond suspicion.

MarHers, [t may have been so.

Scorrio, K.C.  And that Crowley added, implicitly or explicitly:
“Is that any reason for making such abominable charges?™

MaTtHERrs. Perhaps.

Scorpio, K.C. 1 must ask you to remember that Crowley was
brought up among the Plymouth Brethren, and that at this time he
had no more knowledge of the world than most boys of 16, He
swallowed your varns easily enough, didn't he ?

Marners, He did.

Scoreio, K.C. Now take the second part. “For the last
gighteen months or two years there has been nothing that the
police could get at me for.” That implies that previons to that
date there was something ?

Maruewrs.  Undoubtedly.

Scoreo, K.C, Let me read you this passage from Crowley's
works Vol 1, po 11g, published in 1gos : Sonnets...... To the

author of the phirase * 1 am not a gentleman, and I have no friends.”

“ Beli-damnexd, the kprous modstare of thy veins

Hickens the sunshine, amd tane haggard eyes,
Bleared with their own eorrupling infamies,

Gilare through the charnel-haowse of earthly pains,
Horrible as already in hell ... ..

Helf-dxmned on carth, live out thy tortured davs
That neen may kook upes thy Bwe, amd see

How vile a thing of woman born may Be, ..., "

I need not continue.  But 1 will read the foot-note of Mr. Ivor
Back, F.R.C.5,, the Editor :

* The viruleneoe of these sonnets b5 excusable wlen it is known that their
aim was ta destroy the infleence in Cambridge of 2 man who beaded in that
University a movensent parallel b that which at Osford was sssociated with
the mame of Oscar Wilde."

It is clear from this that Crowley had been associated with a
man of bad character ; but that on discovering him to be so, he
instantly disowned him ¥

Marnenrs, Yes,

Scorrio, K.Co Mr. Crowley may have thought that even an
imnocent association with such a person was eriminal 7

Marners, He was very young and foolish,

Scowrmo, K.C. It is this that he referred o in his remark to
D, Berridge ¥

Marnews, May be.

Seorpo, K.Co The date tallies #*

(%) The poens (med the font-note) was first published in 189, having Boen written
dluring ane of the eclipses in lale 48 or arly “go.
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MarHers, Yes.

Scorro, KOG And that is all there 1s against Mr. Crowley ?

Marnews, There is * The Sword of Song.”

Scorro, K.C. What 1s that #

Marneks, Out of some hundreds of marginal notes, there are
two (some say four) the initials of whose words make other most
improper words,®

Seormo, K.C. Did anyone discover this belore you did ?

Marvers,  Not to my knowledge,

Scoreio, K.C. Did Captain Fuller in his three vears” laborious
study of Mr, Crowley's works discover it ¥

MarHERS. No.

Scorpio, K.C.  Is there any point in these—do you eall them
jokes ¥

Matnens. No point at all.

Sconro, K.C. Are Mr. Crowley's jokes usually pointless ?

Marners,  Alas, no!

scoreio, K.Co And did not the reviewers discover this

Marners. Unfortunately, no.  On the contrary, Mr, G K.
Chesterton wrote a column in the Daily News, in which the book
is treated as a serious contribution to Plilesophy.

Scoreo, K.C. 15 there anything else ?

Marnens, There's the Y Mothers Tragedy.”

Scorpo, K.C. What is that ?

Matners, A book of poems one of which deals with a subject
which T blush to mention.

Sconro, K.C. Has any wretch previously dealt with it?

MarHERs. Yes,

Scomrio, K.C. Who?

Marhers., Sophocles inQedipus Rex; Shakespeare in Hamlet and
in Pericles ; Malory in Morte d"Arthur ; Byron in Parisina, Manired,
and other poems ; Shelley in the Cenei, Rosalind and Helen, and
in Laon and Cythna; Wilde in Salome; Ford in The Unnatural
Combat and “Tis Pity she’s a Whore ; Moses, Wayner, Schiller,
Alfieri, and many other authors of the highest reputation,

Scorpo, K.C. But Mr. Crowley tries to sell his works by
printing reviews which describe them as “revolting™?

Marners.  Yes, that’s the bad part.

Scorreo, K.C. Has not Mr. Crowley habitually reprinted all
sorts of reviews of his works, good and bad, with a giant's contempt
for reviewers?

Marners, Of course,

i*) For an exumple of what this kisd of oriticisn may bead to, vide Appelic
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Scowrio, K. C. But was this particular review really so
unfavourable ¥

Marners, Not at all; but by picking out a single sentence,
I made it appear so.

Scormo, K.C. What about these aliases of his?  Why did he
assume the pame of MacGregor ?

Marners, At my suggestion. He was about to take a house in
Scotland, and I thought it would atiract less remark i he took a
Highland name.

Scorro, KOG But why MacGregor rather than any other
Highland name ?

Maruers, To assert an “astral link"—what you might call a
bond of sympathy—Dbetween himsell and me.  He had gone there
to perform a magical operation detailed in a book which 1 had
just published.

Scorpiy, K.Co He was at this time quite under your auspices ¢

Marnens.,  Under my thumb.

Scoren, KO, And why did he call himseli Lord Boleskine ¢

Martnewrs,  Principally 1o anmoy the snobhish socety of Tnver-
ness,

Scourro, K.C. And did it annoy them ¢

Marnens, [ beheve so.

Scoreo, KOG Huet why Lord Boleskine #

Marnews, He is the Laird of Holeskine, and Laird is only Scots
tor Lord.

Scorree, K.C. And why did he call himself Count Svarell ?

MaTners. In the book of mine 1 referred to it says that the
Aspirant to the Sacred Magic would be much annoved by his
family seeking to dissuade him, 5o he changed his name and
disappeared.

Scowem, K.C. Why Svarell ¢

Marngrs.,  The romantic voung idiot bad just come back from
Russii.

Scoren, K.C. Why Count ?

Marnews,  All Russians are Counts, [ believe, when they're not
Princes !

Scorrio, K.C. You say he obtained a large sum of money from
a celebrated singer 7

Marwurs, Yes

Score, K.C. A married woman ?

Marners, Yes.

Scorro, K.C Of what age? You must remember that Crow-
ley was a mere boy.
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Maruers, Ten or fifteen years older than Crowley.

Scorrio, K.C. On what pretext did he obtain the money ?

Marners. She proposed to Crowley to go with her to Texas,
divorce her husband, and marry him,

Scoweo, KO, What did Crowley do?

Maruers.  He gave her a fifty-guinea engagement ring.

Scowrie, K.C. Did the scheme come ofi ?

Marners, No

Scorro, K.C, Did she return the ring ?

Maruens,  Crowley complains in the Sword of Song that she
did not.

Scoreio, K.Co And what about his obtaining money from her?

Maruers. Oh! that's only my fun. :

Scoweo, KOG You mean it's a lie?

MarHERs, Well, it's not true,

Scoreo, K.C. Is that all you have against Crowley ?

MatHiks., Nos be was divorced from his wife,

Scokeis, K.C. What was his fanlt #

Maruers,  Chivalry.

Scowmn, k.G Give the facts.

Marngrs,  They are known toall My, Crowley's intinte fricnds,
whe approve his action throughout, and they may be surmised
from the poem * Rosa Decidua " published in *The Winged
Beetle™.  But the facts being detailed in Me. Crowley's petilion
for the reduction of the deeree of divorce, they cannol be entered
into more fully at this moment; and as the unbappy Ly became
insane in September, tgr1, 1 think we may well leave the matter
in its tragic silence.

Scoreio, K.C. Then Mr. Crowley was not to blame ?

Marnegs,  Not in this matter,  But he is an associate of the
notorions Jones,

Seormo, KO Oh, well ! we won't go into that.  Thank you.




APPENDIX

MY CRAPULOUS PREDECESSORS

N, 1

HonerT Browxixc

[The method of critical analysis is not our own, who reverence
Robert Browning as one of the greatest of the Victorian Poets.
It iz borrowed, with the acknowledgment of inverted commas
feven the commas!) from distinguished leminaries of the Bench
and Bar. En]

(1 'Ir.wu some hesitation™ in printing * the following, as [ see
Laclies ™ waiting at the booksellers’. 5, €. H.

“Any ladies™ waiting at the bookscllers’ “are probably far
bevond any scrupules of that sert.”  Mr, Justice Mutton.)

Prera Passgs, BY RoserT DBROWNING.

“1Twould call your lordship's attention very particularly to the
intial letters of " of this obscene and revolting poem.”  Separately:
how every Englishman must shudder and vomit at = the loathsome
and abominable creature who has the effrontery o have been
dead and buried without giving posterity “a chance to cross-
examine him”! Together : how every Frenchman must ery
“Faugh! Ugh! Ugh! Faogh!™ and blush!  Transpose two
vowels only : what hideous and flthy anagram springs 1o sight !
“1f this iz accidental, Mr. " Browning “isa very unfortunate man;
if it is intentional, no words of mine can be strong encugh to
denoumnce the loathsome and abominable character of this book.'”
But can it be accidental?  Was not Mr, Browning a friend—a
friend | —of that Mr. Scrutton whose name s an anagram of a
sentence—not merely a word, mark vou !—which asserts a patho-
logical fact familiar to every Syphilographer and his clients,
couched in the crudest and coarsest language |

And if this be an accident too, what shall we sy of the infamous
examples of paraprodokian from the plain text itself ?

“Asculapiusan Epie. Catalogoe of the drogs: Hebe's plaister—
One strip cools your lip. Phocbus® emulsion—One bottle clears
vour throttle,  Mercury's bolus—one box cures . "
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And—
*1 have made her gorge polenta
Till her cheeks are both as bouncing
As her—name there's no pronouncing !
And what of the whole scheme of the poem ¥

The chief character is a vile procurer who is trving to sell Pippa
into the White Slave Traffic,

The first episode deals most realistically with adultery crowned
by murder.

The second episode describes a plot to marry an innocent youth
1o a harlot.

The third episode shows a mother trying to prevent her son
from committing a murder in cold blood, and failing to do so.
This assassination has the open approval of the “so-called poet.”

And *the loathsome and abominable creature” who © dissemin-
ates this unutterable filth " was allowed to die in peace ! " Where
were the police?  What were they about to let him escape " to
Italy ¢

Italy, indeed! This horible creature dedicates “his best
intentions * (1I"'m sorey 1 ean't think of any bad meaning for H.B.L)
“ affectionately to Mr. Sergeant Talfourd.” Affectionately, mark
the word! What do such *loathsome and abominable creatures™
mean by affection?  Gentlemen of the jury, if this Mr. {sic) Sergeant
(save the mark!) Talfourd (Ughl) had come to court to ask you Lo
clear him from @ blackmailer’s libel, vou would have known how
to brand him with everlasting infumy !

5 G Hinver,
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