the beginning of the war shew clearly enough in
what delicate scales the business of the world is

weighed.

Now, whenever a crisis occurs in the affairs of
the world, it is imperative that they should be ex-
amined de novo by a mind which has never lost
sight of fundamentals. The expert becomes use-
less at such times for the very reason that he is an
expert. Temporary expedients will not serve. As
a matter of fact, this is always more or less sub-
consciously recognized by the good sense of the
people. The hopes which were excited by the elec-
tion of Mr Wilson to the presidency were based
entirely on the fact that he was not a professional
politician. In the same way, in England, to take
a recent example, Edward VII was trusted and
respected by the people principally because he had
won the Derby. The instinct of democracy 1is
always sound ; its mistakes are due to that instinct
being overlaid by the partial development of its
intellect, which too often leads it wrong. But in
moments of calm it invariably distrusts the appeals
which are made to its cupidity or its cowardice;
and it much prefers its affairs to be in the hands of
ordinary, sensible men of the world. The political
tragedy of England to-day is largely due to the
replacing of the good, old-fashioned, honest states-
men, like Lord Salisbury (stupid as he was) by
clever and ambitious nobodies like Rufus Isaacs and
Lloyd George. It seems just possible that the pres-
ent catastrophe which has overwhelmed Europe and
threatens to engulf civilization entire may arouse
the deepest instincts of the people, and cause them to
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