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THE PRELIMINARY LECTION

In the Name of the Initiator, Amen.

1. In the beginning was Initiation. The
flesh profiteth nothing; the mind profiteth no-
thing; that whichis unknown to you and above
these, while firmly based upon their equilib-
rium, giveth life.

2. In all systems of religion is to be found a
system of Initiation, which may be defined as
the process by which a man comes to learn
that unknown Crown.

3. Though none can communicate either the
knowledge or the power to achieve this, which

we may call the Great Work, it is yet possible
for initiates to guide others.

4. Every man must overcome his own ob-
stacles, expose his own illusions. Yet others
may assist him to do both, and they may en-
able him altogether to avoid many of the false
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