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LETTERS OF “BETTY MAY” 

 
Charges Against Aleister Crowley 

 
OLD BAILEY TRIAL 

 
 
Edward Alexander Crowley, aged 58, described as an ex-

plorer, pleaded not guilty at the Old Bailey, to-day, to the 
charge of receiving four original letters and one copy of a letter 
alleged to have been stolen from Mrs. Betty Sedgwick, known 
as “Betty May,” a model. 

Mr. Melford Stevenson (prosecuting) said that in 1932 
Crowley became a plaintiff in a civil action for damages for libel 
against publishers in respect of a book in which reflections, ac-
cording to Crowley, were made upon him in the name of Aleis-
ter Crowley. 

Mrs. Sedgwick had given the solicitors for the defence cer-
tain information and gave evidence at the hearing of the action. 
She lived at an address in Seymour-street in June last year and 
there also lived there a man named Cruze. She had, in an atta-
ché case there, some letters including four that had passed be-
tween her and the solicitors disclosing the fact that she had re-
ceived certain sums as expenses and another relating to ar-
rangements with publishers concerning a book she was prepar-
ing. 

 
DISAPPEARED 

 
When she went to a cottage in the country towards the end 

of that June she found that the letters had disappeared. They 
were produced by Crowley’s counsel at the hearing of the case 
last April. 

Mr. Stevenson told the jury that they would hear that they 
were handed by Crowley to a clerk to his solicitors during the 
preparation of his case. It was not known who stole them, but 
the circumstances were such that it was for Crowley to explain 
his possession of them. 

 



Mrs. Sedgwick gave evidence, and when asked by Mr. Gal-
low [sic] (defending) who was Captain Eddie Cruze replied “He 
was a friend of mine. I think he stole those papers. I know he 
did.” 

She denied that Cruze was drinking a bottle or two of whis-
key a day or that she herself was drinking. 

The hearing was adjourned till to-morrow. 


