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THE WORLD'S NEWS

WHITE MEN—
 BLACK MAGIC

Szmster Ceremonies and

- Primitive Passion
Let Loose m London

HJF.IRE is in the very heart of

London a temple where edu-
. cated, civilised men and

women bow in frenzied ec-.

stasy before an ugly African
.idol, and indulge madly in
~ those Jungle atrocities for

which the uncivilised races
are pitied.

The truth of that statement is placed
beyond doubt by the identity of the man
who discovered the temple. He is Mr.
Aleister Crowley, well known in London,
who has actually witnessed the carry-
ing on of the heathen rites associated
with black magic worship, by pleasure-
jaded neurotics, who will do anythmg
for a new thrill. -

Like drugs, black magic is insidious,
but far more dangerous. It grips the
senses, excites the imagination, and
stifies moral instinct. - It becomes 2
mere lust_for the powers which it is
supposed to yield, and takes terrible toll
of the misdirected minds on which it
gets a grip. The “masters” who prac-

tise it subject their initiptes to -every .

form of hysteria in order that they may
‘ conquer their feelings, and they are told
that by the stern discipline of the train-
ing they “overcome theif weaknesses.”

Usually, in a few months, they lare
hopeless nervous wrecks, -

ree ‘upstair rooms of ‘a city house

knocked into one large hall, form tlie
“temple.” The. walls are covered with
2 ‘sombre . material, enlivened by various
designs. Some of them represent hu-
man figures. Most of them, however, are
symbolic. Queer, mystic signs, ‘which, to
those who know, represent the “sigils” or
sxgnatures of “demons.”

A low. divan runs right round the '

room, except in the south, which ‘part
is -taken- up by an: altar, upon which
rests the gleaming figure of a West
african idol some four feet in height,
_revoltingly ugly and demoniac in ap-
‘pearance.

INSIDE THE TEMPLE

It is stained black, and is pohshed by
the comstan rubbing of humsan hards
and bodies in devotion.

‘It is malignant in aspect, and “would
‘at once exercise & powerful influence
upon those who were dabbling in Black

" Magice_for the first time, or who knew
nothing’ whatever about magic, -

"Around the idol, and-laid upon the
altar are a- number of’ amcles used by
witch doctors.

Crocodiles’ teeth camels’ bla.dders,
hippopotami’s, tusks, thin strips of
bippo. hides, all elaborately painted.

In front of the altar are two or three

‘burring

war drums Which,
when rubbed in-a
certain way, give
forth a. vibrant |
sound -
which has a pecu-
liarly exciting ef- 7
fect upon . the
senses.

In front of the
idol on the altar
are calabashes:in *
which are' burn-:
ing wicks' floating"
in oil or ‘melted -
fat. of a  dark _
green color,: which
gives off a most
offensive smell

The flame is. smoky, and appears to
form all kinds of shadowy figures. Vases
and saucers'are present in which the
devotees burn joss-sticks.

On the floor is a large colored basket
in which herbs possessmg some. secret
charm are placed, somtimes for burn-

ing, sometimes for eating, in a sort” of

broth which is brewed with sacrilegious
incantations by.the ‘high priest. .

- It is amidst these. surroundings that
the ‘devotees carry out their ceremomes
and rites, i

FREN ZIED DEVOTEES

‘The burring. of the war’ drums, the
perfume of the joss-sticks; the sensucus
movements of the officiating priest, and
the muttering of profane incantations,

all tend to.cause the initiate to-lose’

himself or herself,’ for there are as
many women devotees as there are men.

The swaying of bodies in sensual
dances gradually produces a condition
when those taking part become “de-
momaca.lly” possessed. Rhythmlc mes-
meric, they become obsessed with delu-
sions’ untll all rational control is abro-
gated together with. the control -of con-
science,

And who are the people who gov there?
In many cases they are those who have
exhausted every other -sensation in life,
and can only get sumulus from the fan-
tastic.

There are others who go w1th .even
_more sinister designs. - To. obtain the
magical powers by which they can get
money. .. To obtain the-favors of this
“devil- 1dol” in order t¢ carry out some
revenge upon another. -

- -They hurl themselves mto -the- rifes
with feverish energy, and bhecome -con-
vinced that their hysteria is the effect
of being possessed by the “demon-idol”
to whom they pay their devotions.

,They go there to become so possessed,

VBN

. Initiates are sub- \
ject to . every N\
form -of hysteria. \\\

and delight in the powers which they

believe” they have acquired.

Women give themselves to the idol.
I‘hey lay themselves upon the altar, and
become obsessed with their delusions, -

Others, having partaken of - the herb
which makes them immune to pain, are
mercﬂessly flogged with the thin strands
of h1ppopotamus hides taken from the
altar, imagining that it is the maglcal
powers which, they have achieved by
allying themselves to their Master, which
causes them to feel nothing except the
thrill of being beaten.

Yet others will cut. and gash them-
selves with knives which hdve been
pledged to the idol, and made the object
of some profane incantation, “rubbing
their bleeding bodies against that of the
gleaming image. - -~

From time to time a ceremony in full
dress, the priest arrayed in his magical
robes, and with his various officers like-
wise attlred will be held. On these cc-
casions the Temple will be full to over-
flowing. ) .

INITIATION
- It may be the initiation of some young
girl- who has fallen beneath the sway
of a male member of the circle, in which
case she will be divested of her initia-
tion robes in full view of those psesent,

laid upon the altar, anocinted with evil-
smelling potions, and offered to the idol.

The great time for such a mass. is
during the eclipse of the sun or moon—
a waning moon. The waXxing moon is
the time for beginning magical operas~
tions, the waning moon for ending them,

. (Continued on next page.)
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Crisuford.

-ITH the return of Jack Crawford
*AA/ with a coveted world tennis title
at 26, the question has been
asked, when is g tennis player
in his physical primé? Before twenty-
six, asserts Dan Maskell, the English
professional, and it is true that Ells-
worth Vines beat the world at twenty-
one, while Rene Lacoste did the same
thing at the same age, but Cochet, Boro-
tra, and Crawford did not win Wimble-
don titles before they were, twenty-six,
and Tilden achieved no real success until
‘he was fwenty-seven.

‘H. W. Austin, English tennis star, says -

confidently, “For my-

disappointed 'if, at
thirty, I am not in-
finitely better than I
‘am now af- twenty-
six. I feel that my
tennis career has
only just begun, and

after all this prelim-
- inary practice, begin-
ning to know some-
thing of the game.
“The truth is that
age, represented in
years, counts for
little. It is more ong’s
oo o mental and physical
copdition that matters. Nationality has
much. to do with that. In America the
- poy of twenty is equal to a.boy of
twenty-four in this country. Most Eng-

. Boroira,

self, I shall be most’

that I am only now, :
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s Players
Too “Old”
At 267

lish boys of seventeen are still at school,
surreptitiously hiding sweetmeats under
their desks. But McGrath, who is seven-
teen, is representing Australia in inter-
national matches.” h

However, as Mr, Austin goes on to
say, “A prodigy of %eventeen is usually

producing ‘physique’-4s his trump card,

instead of, or without. the full co-oper-
ation of, the brain, On the whole it is
not good to be & ‘world wonder’ at too
early an age” . -

Perhaps the most startling confirma.
tion for the bBelief that ‘the human
body, athletically, speaking, is. maturing

e % earlier than former-

, the last Olympic
Games, where mere
children, most

ese swimmers, com-
peted fgvorably with
much - older’. world

The‘ '“h'Ot-house”
days' of bringing up
i children in fear of
colds and draughts
and strain are, of
: course, gone, and no
one doubts now
that the better un-
" derstanding of exer-
cise as- part of the
health rule of life
plays its part in
body ang race de-
velopment,

) We have only to
be reminded that by compafison with
the stature and. physical feats of the
Roman  gladiators, .

the Australian, for
instance, is superior,
to realise that we
are progressing
athletically, and. not -
undergoing a process
of racial decadence.

The only test
whether a tennis
player is too old at
28 is the simple -but
unchallengeable
proof of active and

open competition.

McGrath, - -

/

Cochet.

' THEY‘ were saying “Good-night” on

~.‘the front doorstep. e
“Daling,” said Algy heavily, “it would
please me very much if I knew just how
much you think of me.” .
- “Would you get angry ahd stop calling
.11 T told you, Algy?” she murmured.
" “By no means, my dear,” he replied.
ghe sighed. 2 ‘ .
Then I won't,” she replied,

MAN home on leave from India ac-

cidentally shot and killed his father,
After the funeral the young man made
arrangements with g friend to have a
tombstone erected to his father’s mem-
ory, as 'a mark of affection.

Imagine his dismay on returning three
years later to see the tombstone in-
scribed: “Erected to the memory of
Arthur Meredith, who ‘was accidentally
shot by his'son, as a mark of affection.”

. ly, was provideq at .

notably” the "Japan--
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Black -Magic
(Continiued . from : previous page.)

and this applies to-magic both Black
and White. - L
The priest has one or twop assistants,
who exercise-a-somewhat repulsive’ feel-
ing on the normal  individual, They
appear bloodless and inhuman, * So long.
have they treated material things as:
symbols that all feeling of reality has
- become lost to them. _
The géneral object of the ceremony is
to make the devotees believe in the
vitalisation "of ' the idol, and they do
- believe it. ,
_ ‘They -believe that their rites and in-
cantations and evdcations give it real
life, and such is the frenzy of hysteria
-Jnto . which' they - work themselves, or
rather -into, whiech they “are subtly
worked by the Black Magician, that they
will afterwards describe how ‘they have
acquired his favors and powers by one-

ness with the malignant idol on the
altar, . )
. And the Black Magician is careful to
- encourage these delusions. He takes
care not to drive any of the devotees .
into a condition of desperation. He is
out to satisfy any depravity so long as
he can keep control over his disciples.

By giving themselves up to his de-
mands, -he makes them believe that they
are conquering their. weaknesses- and
overcoming the obstacles which lie in
the way of obtaining magical powers.

. A

SELLING NAMES-
: FOR A LIVING

If you are floating a company, and
want to kfiow names and addresses: of
people likely to buy your shares, .you'

_ may obtain such lists—at a price. There

are firms who collect names and ad-
dresses and compile them {nto classified
groups for you by various methods. -
For company-promoting purposes the
lists of shareholders in existent con-
cerns are copied from the files. If the
new venture is connected—say—with
mining, a list of those who favor this
type of speculation can be obtained on'
payment of a fee. ' )
For an inclisive charge per thousand
names the larger firms who supply ad-
dresses will do all the necessary address-
ing, folding, and posting themselves.

. Disloyal clerks employed by‘ book-.
makers in America have been known to
add to thelr incomes by selling a list of
their employer’s clients to a rival-firm.

Appeals organisers, whose services are
utillsed by some charity for a short time
‘only, often keep a private duplicate list
of the subscribers, Charities are qulte
willing to bay a fair price for the loan
of such a list. , L




