seems to move, as the Sun seems to
weakness of our

relative: there is

g is still.

4 t this Swan I shot an arrow;
the white breast poured forth blood.
Men smote me; then perceiving that

they let me pass.

I came to the

Thus did Parsival bring down Ecstasy
to Earth, although the King—Amforfas
—and his Knights had “esteemed it a
lmmy token, when o'er the lake it circled
aloft.”

What is this lake? When calm and
unruffled, brooded over by the Swan of
Ecstasy, it is the human mind trained by
the proper methods to Right Contempla-
tion. For only when the mind is shill
may the Sun of the true Self be seen
reflected in its depths, From that it is
but one step to the attainment of Right
Ecstasy when the Sun plunges into the
depths of the Mind and the whole being
is aflame with the Sacred Fire of the
Holy Spirit.

Parzival had aimed high; he had hit
the mark of his Aspiration, little though
his action was at first understood. Yet
his Folly saved him, as he in turn saved
others.

When qucmuntd as to his a,:t-cm he
answered *1 knew not 'twas wrong” al-
though he flung away his weapon, having
no further use for it in that form.

What was his weapon? The Bow of
Promise and the Arrow of Pure Aspira-
tion. But he had aspired, he had hit the
mark and the promise had been to a cer-
tain extent fulfilled.

The Qabalist will at once recognise the
“Path of Samech or Sagittarius the
Archer on the “Tree of Life/" This is
the Path of the Arrow that cleaves the
Rainbow, leading directly from Yesod—
The Foundation—to Tiphereth the Sphere
of the Sun, Beavty and Harmony, or the
Human Heart wherein the Mysteries of
the Rosy Cross and of the Holy Grail
are first—if dimly—perceived.

To what other use had Parzival—son
of Heart's Afliction—previously put this
weapon?  He had shot at all that flies,
He had shot at the Eagle, the bird that
fears not to gaze upon the very Sun it-
self.

What does this Eagle mean and what
does it foreshadow?

ECSTASY |

For it is written: “The Eagle is that
Might of Love which is the Key of
Magick, uplifting the Body and its appur-
tenance unto High Ecstasy upon his
Wings."

This Eagle is known to Occultists as
one of the Four Cherubic Beasts and he
represents ane of the Four Powers of the
Sphinx. Likewise he is attributed by
Eliphas Levi to Azoth, the formula of
the Alpha and Omega, the First and the
Last.

It was by the right nse of this Might
of Love that Parrivol succeeded where
otlers had failed. For again it is written
in Liber Aleph: “Consider Love. Here
is a force destructive and corrupting
whereby have many men been lost: wit-
ness all History. Yet without love man
were nol man.

“Wa sen Amforias, who yielded him-

The Chalice of Ecstasy

(Continued from page 12)

wounded beyond heal-
who withdrew himself
t out forever from
vation, and Parzival
able to exercise the true

nd hy to perform

! cl I‘mcm; n,

But rlnlJ.h we are now nearing that
realm wherein “Time and Space are One”
we must not all r||r-\rJ\c\ to be rushed
forward too rapidly.

Th-vr were many things that Parsival
h he professed not

He did not
ne—the Word

as _\r. know his Ni
of His Being he had in, the
past been ealled ¢ names, Some
things he knew and remembered clearly;
there was one thing he desired to know
and to understand.

What is the Grail?

To which Gurmemansz very properly
replies:

I may not say:
But if to serve it thou be bidden
Knowledge of it will not be hidden—
nd lol—
Methinks I know thee now indeed;
No carlthly rood to it doth lead,
But no one can it be detected
Who by itself is not elected
To which Parsival, without further
questioning, replies:
I scarcely move,
Yet swiftly seem to run.
And Gurnemans:

My son, thou seest

Here SPACE and TIME are ONE.

Now, in truth, have we come to the
bezmnmx of the Troe Path which in the
clear Light [s one with the end thereof.

What says Blavatsky in “The Voice of
the Silence?” “Bestride the Bird of Life
if thou wouldst know 1"

And this Bird—this Swan—so seeming
dead until its Powers be known? Some
have compared it to be sacred Word, the
Great Waord AUM, For it is written:
“AUM is the hieroglyph of the Eternal.
A the beginning of sound, U its middle
and M its end, together forming a single
Word or Trinity, indicating that the Real
must be regarded as of this three-fold
nature. Birth, Life and Death, not soc-
cessive, but one”

The IMlusory nature of Time and Space,
which are but modes of our finite mind,
has been made very clear by Sidney Klein
in his excellent book "Science and the
Infinite,” but this is no new idea. The
attainment of Ecstasy has proved to In-
itiates of every land ‘that there is a state
of consciousness wherein both time and
space are blotted out—at least tempo-
rarily—and at the game moment the limi-
tations of the “personal ego™ mo longer
oppress us. In that Holy Book known
as Liber LXV—Chapter 11, Verses 17-25,
we read:

“17. Al the Holy One came upon
me, and 1 beheld a white swan floating
in the blue,

18. Between its wings T sate, and the
aecons fled away.

19. Then the swan flew and dived
and soared, yet no whither we went.

20. A little erazy boy that rode with
me spake unto the swan and said:

21, Who art thou that doth float
and fly and dive and soar in the inane?
Behald, these many acons have passed:
whence camest thou? Whither wilt
thou go?
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chid him sayisg

swe
this eternal journey

Is there not joy ineffable in

aimless winging? Is there not wa

ness and impatience for who weeh
to some goal?

And the s
Ah, but we float
Joy! Joy!

White swan hc:r thou ever me
between thy wings."

But there was much that Parzival mmt
do before taking his ease thus: he hady
mission to accomplish, on earth, though
as yet he knew it not.

By the use of these examples, we my
begin to comprehend what happens next
A new “movement twithou! molien” o8
the part of Porsival and Gurnemons it
now symbolized by the SCENERY in the
Drama shifting, at first almost imper-
ceptibly from Left to Right. The fores
—in which the First Scene has takes
place—disappears; a door opens in the
rocky cliffs and conceals the two; they
are then seen again in sloping passage
which they appear to ascend. At hst
they arrive at a mighty hall, which loser
itself overhead in a high vaulted dome
down from which the light streams in
From the heights above the dome comey
the increasing sound of chimes.

Again we may find a very direct cor-
respondence in the Eastern Teachings u
propounded by Madame Blavatsky &
*“The Voice of the Silence,” She wriles
“Thou canst not travel on that Path ontil
thou hast become the Path itself."

Further in Liber CCCXXXIII by Fra-
ter Perdurabo we read:

“0 thou that settest out upon the Path,
false is the Phantom that thoa seck-
est. When thou hast it thou shall
know all hitterness, thy teeth fixed ia
the Sodom-Apple.

Thus hast thou been lured along That
Path, whose terror clse had drive
thee far away.

0 thou that stridest upon the middle of
The Path, no phantoms mock thee
For the stride’s sake thou stridest.

Thus art thou lured along That Pah
whose fascination else had drive
thee far away.

"0 thou that drawest toward the End
of The Path, effort is no more
Faster and faster dost thou fall; thy
weariness i3 changed into Ineffable
Rest.

For there is no Thou upan Ilul Path;
thou hast become The Way."

And each must leamn to travel thh
Path, each must overcome his own ok
stacles, unmask his own illusions. Ye
there ia always the possibility that othen
may help us to do this and, as in the
case of Parzival led by Gurnemans, who
had traveled that Way before, we may
be guided in the true Path and taught b
avoid the many false byways that may
tempt us in our search for the Templk
of the Holy Grail. In fact, if our train
ing has been right and our aspiration
remains pure, we must inevitahly arrive
at the end of that Road; often we may
seem to do so in the twlnklms of an gr,
and when we least expect it
(Continued on page 1)

was ever siles
infinite /




